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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Cop of the enſuing Letter falling 
L into my Hands ſome Years ago, I 
would have publiſh'd it on Mr. Anso Ns 
Return from his dangerous Voyage round the 
World, but was prevented for want of the 
Author's Conient, and for other Reaſons 
needleſs to mention here; but when the 
News arrived of his late Glorious Succeſs, I 
determined no longer to defer the Publication 
of this little Eſſay towards doing that Ho- 
nour to his Private, which his own Conduct 
has already done to his Publick Character. I 
ſhould indeed be glad of further Opportuni- 
ties for expreſſing my Gratitude to a Gentle- 
man, to whom every Briton is ſo much ob- 
lig d, and particularly 


The Editor. 


2 1 
Eo N 


— 
— 


* 
A) 
24 


A Copy of a LETTER from 
a young Lady in South- 
Carolina, to her Siſter at 
London. p 


Charles Joun, March 26, 17 * 
Dear X X X 5 


VC OU A may well wonder how T 
THF pals my Time in a Country 
every. way ſo difagreeable as 


this is, at leaſt to my weakly 


' Conſtitution. Tho? a ſickly pu- 
ling Thing, you know I was always a 
Romp, and full of Spirits: Spirits which 
this hot lazy Climate would long ago 
have entirely depreſs'd ; and I who am now 
but-half alive at beſt, ſhould not by this 


Time have exiſted at all, had it not been 


3 for 


The Beginning of this Letter relating only to pri- 


vate Affairs, is here omitted, 


*The Date of the Year was torn off by the Wafer 
which ſcaled the Original, which appears to have been 
wrote about twelve Years ago. | 


(2) 


for the enlivening Converſation of an 


agreeable Few, with whom J have the Hap- 
pineſs to be acquainted. 

Life is indeed a Burthen every where 
without Society, eſpecially with the ſen- 
ſible and virtuous, who, I am ſorry to ſay 
it, are by far the Minority, as to Number, 
in this Part of the World, as well as in 
Europe: And ] fear this Proportion, or ra- 
ther Diſproportion between the amiable 
and unamiable Part of Mankind, does not 
greatly vary any where, but holds out with 
too much Uniformity through every inha- 
bited Part of the Globe. 

T have already given you a ſhort De- 
ſcription of this Country and its Inhabi- 
tants, whoſe Perſons, Manners, Cuſtoms, 
Dreſs, &c. being ſo conformable to what 
you ſee every Day in England, renders 
a longer Account unneceſſary. My 

e 


extenſive, not that I deſire it ſhould be fo, 
but really trifling People will be acquainted 
with one, whether one will or not, and Iam 
too often forced to converſe with fo 
many diſagreeable Perſons of both Sexes, 
that I am frequently at a Loſs to deter- 
mine whether the 1 or the Gene- 
rality: of its Inhabitants are the moſt in- 
tolerable. The only Thing that renders 


Carolina 


Acquaintance here 15 now become pretty 
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(3) 
Carolina at all ſüpportable to me, is the 
Converſation I ſometimes have with cer- 
tain Officers belonging to three of his Ma- 
jeſty's Ships of War now on this Station, 
commanded by the Captains AN s ON, 


GascoiGNE *, and LLoyD. Now 


and then alſo an odd Ship, driven by Streſs 


of Weather, pays us a Viſit, and tis to this 


fame croſs-grain'd Weather (as no Wind 
ſo bad as not to blow luckily for ſome body) 
that we have been obliged for the Com- 
pany of Captain GxIFFIN , whom 
we had the Pleaſure of detaining among 
us for a few Months, We were all ſorry 
to part with this Gentleman ſo ſoon as we 


were forced to. I hope, however, to ſee 


him again, when I come to England, for 


he hasa = Share in my Eſteem, being, 


as far as I can judge, a very worthy Man. 

Yow'll imagine, no doubt, that among 
ſuch a Variety of Characters as I here con- 
verſe with, I meet with many to my 
Taſte, but as you know that I take upon 
me to be very nice in my Taſte, fo you 
are highly in the wrong to imagine that I 
am fo eaſily pleaſed. Know then, Mrs. 
Inſolence, that ſuch Characters as I like are 


very rarely met with in this trifling Age! 


B 2 Now 


Nou Commodore Gaſcotgne, 
+ Now Commodore Griffin, 


(2) 


Now and then, indeed, I do meet with a 
Man who can talk a little common Senſe, 
in whoſe Converſation one may paſs an 
Hour or two pretty tolerably ; eſpecially 
if there be not too many Perſons. in the 
Company, particularly. of our Sex : . For 
then the Converſation becomes general 
and trifling ; and the Men are ſure to play 
the Fool, in Compliment I ſuppoſe to our 
Capacities, perhaps as Nurſes talk Gibberiſh 
and Nonſenſe to Children, the better to 
pleaſe them. I confeſs, indeed, that too 
many of us are apt to be captivated by 
Fools and Coxcombs, Animals with which 
this Place is abundantly ſtock'd : Creatures 
who are the Bane of all Converſation, 
and the Peſts of Society, to which they 
have nothing to recommend or introduce 
themſelves, but a moſt conſummate Aſſu- 
rance. Two or three of theſe deſpicable 
Things often fall in my Way, to my great 
Mortification and Puniſhment, who had 
always, you know, a kind of natural Anti- 
pathy to Coxcombs, eſpecially when the 
Buffoon is blended in the fame Character. 
Now I mention the Buffoon Coxcomb, I 
am almoſt tempted to give you the Cha- 
racter of one, (with whom I have the Ho- 
nour to be pretty intimately acquainted) 
and to rehearſe ſome of his heroic en 

or 


1 
y 
- 
: 

- 

L 8 
F 
. 
4 


greatly eſteem. Here are likewiſe ſeveral 


(5) 
for you are to know that he is a King's 
Officer, tho? but Second in Command. 
However, I doubt not but he will ſoon he 
further preferred, and then he will doubt- 
leſs make as great a Figure, and do his 
Country as eminent Service as many of his 
Brethren. have done before him * — But 
I have neither Time nor Inclination to dwell 
any longer on fo contemptible a Subject; 
eſpecially as I have it in my Power to 
change the Scene, and preſent you with a 
more pleaſing one; a quite different Pic- 
ture of human Nature, and ſuch as we 
may look on not only without Diſguſt, but 
even. with Delight. 8 

I have already told you that here are a 
few amiable Perſons whoſe Company and 
Converſation makes a great Part of my 


Time, which would otherways lie heavy 


on my Hands, paſs away very àgreeably. 
Our Governor, Mr. 7 5%. . | % 8 
man of much Worth, and one whom 1 


others, who have each their reſpective good 
Qualities, both Natives and ſuch as, like 


= myſelf, 


*. Happily the Gentleman of whom this honourable 
Mention is made, is now dead. 
+ By Natives are here meant the Deſcendants of the 


Europeans, who long ago ſettled in that Country; theſe 


are diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Creyoles. 
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Now and then, indeed, I do meet with a 
Man who can talk a little common Senſe, 
in whoſe Converſation one may paſs an 
Hour or two pretty tolerably ; eſpecially 
if there be not too many Perſons in the 
Company, particularly. of our Sex: For 
then the Converſation becomes general 
and trifling ; and the Men are ſure to play 
the Fool, in Compliment I ſuppoſe to our 


Capacities, perhaps as Nurſes talk Gibberiſh 


and Nonſenſe to Children, the better to 
pleaſe them. I confeſs, indeed, that too 
many of us are apt to be captivated by 


Fools and Coxcombs, Animals with which 


this Place is abundantly ſtock'd : Creatures 
who are the Bane of all Converſation, 
and the Peſts of Society, to which they 
have nothing to recommend or introduce 
themſelves, but a moſt conſummate Aſſu- 
rance. 'Two or three of. theſe deſpicable 
Things often fall in my Way, to my great 
Mortification and Puniſnment, who had 
always, you know, a kind of natural Anti- 
pathy to Coxcombs, eſpecially when the 
Buffoon is blended in the fame Character. 
Now I mention the Buffoon Coxcomb, I 
am almoſt tempted to give you the Cha- 


-raCter of one, (with whom I have the Ho- 


nour to be pretty intimately acquainted) 
and to rehearſe ſome of his heroic D 
or 
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(5) 

for you are to know that he is a King's 
Officer, tho? but Second in Command. 
However, I doubt not but he will ſoon be 
further preferred, and then he will doubt- 
leſs make as great a Figure, and do his 
Country as eminent Service as many of his 
Brethren. have done before him *. — But 
I have neither Time nor Inclination to dwell 
any longer on ſo contemptible a Subject; 
eſpecially as I have it in-my Power to 
change the Scene, and preſent you with a 
more pleaſing one; a quite different Pic- 
ture of human Nature, and ſuch as we 
may look on not only without Diſguſt, but 
even;with Delight. 2 

I have already told you that here are a 
few amiable Perſons whoſe Company and 
Converſation makes a- great Part of my 
Time, which would- otherways lie heavy 
on my Hands, paſs away very dgrecably. 
Our Governor, Mr. Jobnſon, is a Gentle» 
man of -much- Worth, and one whom I 


greatly eſteem. Here are likewiſe ſeveral 


others, who have each their reſpective good 
Qualities, both Natives + and ſuch as, like 
| myſelf, 


* Happily the Gentleman of whom this honourable 
Mention is made, is now dead. 

+ By Natives are here meant the Deſcendants of the 
Europeans, who long ago ſettled in that Country ; theſe 
are diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Creyoles. 
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myſelf, are ouy Sojourners in the Land.— 
But of theſe I ſhall not enter into a Detail, 
my Deſign being to ſum them up in one 


Character, in which they all ſeem to unite, 
and of which I ſhall ſpeak a little more at 


large: For tho? you have not the Happi- 
nels of a perſonal Acquaintance with Cap- 


tain ANSON, the Gentleman whoſe Portrait 


Tam about to give you, yet Iam well aſ- 


ſured it will afford you no little Pleaſure to 
be made acquainted with his Virtues : — 
For even, as I imagine, the vicious, the 
immoral Part of Mankind feel a ſecret 
Satisfaction in reading or hearing of the 
exemplary Actions of great and your Men, 
tho? at the greateſt Diſtance of Time or 
Place. — But I muſt premiſe one Thing, 
Viz. That as TI am not much accuſtomed 
to drawing of Characters, and I believe 
have no great Talent that Way, ſo you are 
not to expect a capital Piece; and you 
muſt alſo bear in Mind that my Perform- 
ance is not intended for the Galleries of 
the Curious, or (to drop the Allegory) a 


Place in Hiſtory, nor, indeed, to be at all 


communicated to the World, being deſign'd 
for the Information of yourſelf only, and 
thoſe Friends to whom you may think pro- 
per to communicate it. -— But, by the 


Way alſo, you are to take notice and re- 


member, 
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member, that you are under no ſmall Ob- 


ligation to me (whom you have long known 


to hold Letter-writing in great Abomina- 
tion) for taking the Pains to ſcribble you 
ſuch a terrible long Letter, or rather ſo 
huge a Packet, as this is like to be. And 


T am the more entitled to your Acknow- 
| ledgements, as either writing or reading is 


intollerably fatiguing in this odious, hot, 
lazy, ſleepy Country, in which one has 
ſcarce Spirits enough to ſpeak two Words 
together, except in the very midſt of Win- 


ter. — However, I will be ſo honeſt as to 


acknowledge that the remaining Part of this 
Billet is written partly to gratify myſelf, 
in the Pleaſure I always take in ſpeaking 
or writing of one whom I ſo highly eſteem. 


Mr. ANso is not one of thoſe handſome 


Men, whoſe Perſons alone may recommend 
em to the Generality of our Sex, tho? deſti- 


tute of Senſe, good Nature, or good Man- 
ners; but, nevertheleſs, I think his Perſon 


is what you would call very agreeable : 
But were it ever ſo beautiful, I ſhould not 
deſcribe him in the romantic, florid Style 
of your poetical Writers, who ſeldom ex- 
hibit to us a Hero, who is not an Adonis or 
a Ganimede, as well as a Hercules or a 
Mars. The Out-ſide of a Man, let it be 
ever ſo fine, will attract but a ſmall Share 


of 


(8) 
of my Eſteem, unleſs animated by a Soul 
as beautiful ; for I cannot but look upon 
the Body as the moſt inſignificant Part of 
the human Compoſition : At leaſt; I do not 


take Beauty to be abſolutely neceſſary in the 
Men, however requiſite it may be thought 
in our Sex, — But I beg Pardon for di- 
greſſing, and ſhall return to my Portrait. 
That Mr. Axsox's Perſon is very agree- 
able, you may gather from the following 
Particulars. His Stature is neither high 
nor low, his Complexion fair and ſanguine, 
his Air and Mien eaſy and unaffected, and 
his Addreſs the moſt agreeable that can be. 
As to his Features, all that I can tell you of 
them is, that taken all together, they are 
regular, and that he has what we call blue 
Eyes, and ' handſome "Teeth : —- For, in 
ſhort, you know, I take very little Notice 
of Faces. —— Though his Countenance is 
rather grave and ſedate than otherwiſe, yet 
he never accoſts one without a Smile: In- 
deed I don't remember that ever I ſaw him 
Tpeak without ſmiling ; which makes every 
Thing he ſays agreeable, if there was not 
even good Senſe to recommend it: But I 
always pay a great Deference to Mr. Ax- 
$0N's Sentiments. —— I proteſt I would ra- 
ther be reproved by him, than liſten to the 


moſt ſtudied Compliments that can be 
1 made 
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made me by another. His Voice 1s low 
and equal, and he is neither rolly nor 
boiſterous, as many Gentlemen ot the 
Navy are ſometimes apt to be; yet he 
has not the leaſt Tin&ure of Effeminac 

about him; and 1 dare fay (and I don't 
think 1 am very often out in my Judg- 
ment) when Occaſion ſhall offer, that he 
will ſhew himſelf as good an Officer as 
any in his, Majeſty's Service: Yet I hope 
the King has many brave Men both by 
Sea and Land, who, I doubt not, would 
be glad io have an * Opportunity of demon- 
ſtrating their Courage, Loyalty, and 
Publick Spirit, by exerting themſelves in 
Defence of their King and Country. But 
truly, there needs no great Penetration to 
foretel thus much of Mr. Anſon, who is 
poſſeſs'd of every good Quality neceſſary 
to form a great and good Man, as well 
as a moſt amiable. Cempanion. He has 
good ' Senſe, good Nature, is polite and 
well-bred ; irce from that troubleſome Ce- 
remoniouſpeſs waich often renders many 
People, who may, perhaps, rank them- 


ſelves among the moit Accompliſh'd, ex- 


rreamly difagrecable. He can ſay civil 
CG Things 


* The Reader muſt bear in Mind that this Letter 
was Written betote t1 
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take Beauty to be abſolutely neceſſary in the 


(8) 
of my Efteem, -unle animated by a Soul 
as beautiful; for I cannot but look upon 
the Body as the moſt inſignificant Part of 
the human Compoſition: At leaſt; I do not 


Men, however requiſite it may be thought 
in our Sex. — But I beg Pardon for di- 
greſſing, and ſhall return to my Portrait. 

That Mr. ANsox's- Perſon is very agree- 
able, you may, gather from the following 
Particulars. His Stature is neither high 
nor low, his Complexion fair and ſanguine, 
his Air and Mien eaſy and unaffected, and 
his Addreſs the moſt agreeable that can be. 
As to his Features, all that I can tell you of 
them is, that taken all together, they are 
regular, and that he has what we call blue 
Eyes, and handſome Teeth: —— For, in 
hort, you know, I take very little Notice 
of Faces. Though his Countenance is 
rather grave and ſedate than otherwiſe, yet 
he never accoſts one without a Smile: In- 


deed I don't remember that ever I ſaw him 


ſpeak without ſmiling; which makes every 
Thing he ſays agreeable, if there was not 
even good Senſe. to recommend it: But I 
always pay a great Deference to Mr. AN- 
sos Sentiments. — I proteſt I would ra- 
ther be reproved by him, than liſten to the 


Moſt ſtudied Compliments that can be 


made 
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made me by another. His Voice is low 
and equal, and he is neither noiſy nor 
boiſterous, as many Gentlemen ot the 
Navy are ſometimes apt to be; yet he 
has not the leaſt Tincture of Effeminacy 
about him; and 1 dare fay (and I don't 
think 1 am very often out in my Judg- 
ment) when Occaſion ſhall offer, that he 
will ſhew himſelf as good an Officer as 
any in his, Majeſty's Service : Yet I hope 
the King has many brave Men both by 
Sea and Land, who, I doubt not, would 
be glad io have an * Opportunity of demon- 
ſtrating their Courage, Loyalty, and 
Publick Spirit, by exerting themſelves in 
Defence of their King and Country. But 
truly, there needs no great Penetration to 
foretel thus much of Mr. Anſon, who is 
poſſeſs'd of every good Quality neceſſary 
to form a great and good Man, as well 
as a moſt amiable. Cempanion. He has 
good ' Senſe, good Nature, is polite and 
well-bred ; free from that troubleſome Ce- 
remoniouſpeſs wich often renders many 
People, who may, perhaps, rank them- 
ſelves among the moſt Accompliſh'd, ex- 
rreamly diſagrecable. He can ſay civil 

CG Thiogs 


* The Reader muſt bear in Mind that this Letter 


was Written bete the Commencement of the preſent 
Wars, 
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Things without Flattery, and be Com- 
plaifant without Obſequiouſneſs. In ſhort, 
tho? (as I have faid) I have the Pleaſure of 
being acquainted with ſeveral other amiable 
Perſons ot both Sexes, yet there's none whoſe 
Company and Converſation I ſet ſo high a 
Value on as his; nor is there a Place I take 
ſo much Pleaſure in going into as his Houſe, 
where, notwithſtanding he's a Batchelor, 


the Neatneſs, good Order and OEconomy 


of his Servants, gives one the higheſt Sa- 
tisfaction. How different this from that 
noiſy hurley-burley and Confuſion, that 
Scolding and Storming which I have elſe- 
where ſeen, to the great Uneaſineſs of the 
whole Company. He is generous with- 
out Profuſion, elegant without Oftenta- 
tion; and above alFof a moſt tender hu- 
mane Diſpoſition. His Benevolence is 


Extenſive, even to his own Detriment. — 


What Pity, that his Fortune is not as Ex- 
tenſwe? For my Part, were the Gifts of 
Plutus (the God of Riches) at my Diſpo- 
fal, I believe, I ſhould be tempted to beg- 
gar half the Nation *, at leaſt all the 

Miſers 


* Since the writing of this Letter, the Author has 
had the Pleaſure of ſeeing even her Wiſhes out- done, 
and her favourite Virtue rewarded at a leſs Expence to 
his own Country, being happily enriched by the Spoils 
of his Enemies, 
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Miſers and Spend-thrifts in it, to beſtow 


what they ſo ill know how to value on Mr. 
Anſon, for the general Good of the Di- 
ſtreſs'd. For, ſurely, if there be any real 
Pleaſure in the Enjoyment of a large Share 
of Wealth, it muſt ariſe from a Conſci- 
ouſneſs of having applied it to its proper 
Uſe; particularly, by communicating that 
Happineſs to others, which ourſelves en- 
joy, and more eſpecially, relieving the 
virtuous Unfortunate. Excuſe, Dear 
S—-1, theſe little Flights and Excurſions, 
which are apt to make one Ramble be- 
ond the Boundaries of an Epiſtle; you 
Ls Benevolence 1s a favourite 'Topic 
with me, on which I muſt always expa- 
tiate a little whea it falls in my Way. 
After the Character I have given you 
of my Hero, you will not think it ſtrange 
that he ſhould be my Favourite in Chiet : 
Tho' this is more than I dare venture to 
avow to any here, except the diſcerning 
Few ; the Generality of both Sexes, being 
either ſo ſuperficial, or having ſuck little 
Souls, that it never enters into their Heads 
to imagine that a Woman can ſay fine 
Things of any Man, meerly from an un- 
biaſed Senſe of his Merit, abſtracted from 
every Selt-intereſted ConneQtion. As much 
as Philoſophy is now-a-days in Vogue 
C 2 with 


( 12) 
with the Ladies, we have but few of the 
Platonic Sect; few who do not think it 
mighty odd that a Man ſhould have Merit 
enough in the Eyes of a Woman, to be the 
continual Subject of her Encomiums, with- 
out his being her Admirer or ſhe his, I 
mean in their Senſe of the Word. How- 
ever not only too many of our Sex, but 
all the modern Beaux, Libertines, and 
Free-rhinkers (into which Claſſes moſt of 
our fine Gentlemen are now d indled) are 
fond of ridiculing this Kind of Admira- 
tion. — But, whence can this Depravity 
of Sentiment proceed? Is it the want of 
Virtue, Generoſity, Delicacy in them- 
{eives, that incapacitates them from com- 
prehending the Nature, Beauty and Ex- 
cellency ot that refined, exalted Species of 
Friendſhip which diſdains the narrow Li- 
mits preſcribed to it by vulgar Souls, the 
the Slaves of arbitrery Cuſtom? 

For my Part, Iam not aſhamed to own 
that I can have the warmeſt Eſteem for a 
worthy amiable Man, without the leaſt 
Regard to the Difference of Sex. This is 
that Platonic Love of which I feel the Hap- 
prne/s of being ſuſceptible: Nor ſhall I, I 
hope, be eaſily laughed out of it, by 
thoſe groſs Creatures, who treat it as a 
romantic Affectation, deſerving the 5 
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of this penetrating Age, in which every 
Man (conſcious how much wiſer he 1s 
than his Forefathers were) daily makes 
ſuch Improvements in the faſhionable Vi- 
ces of the Times, that 'tis much to be 
feared they will leave nothing for their 
Children to do after them, unleſs, meerly 
for the Sake of Variety, or in Contra- 
diction to their leſs wiſe Progenitors, our 
Poſterity ſhall return to the Paths of Virtue 
and Religion. 
Vice, I find, is a rank Weed, that ſhoots 
up in every Sotl, and, though reckoned an 
Exotic among the Natives of Carolina, yet 
I believe there is no Part of the Globe that 
yields its Inhabitants a more plentiful 
Crop. Iadeed this Climate ſeems particu- 
larly adapted to its Growth and great In- 
creale, as you may eaſily gather from what 
T have already faid of it. *Tis true ſome 
Perſons among us take it into their Heads 
every now and then to adviſe, intreat, and 
even conjure us not only to ſuppreſs the 
Growth of theſe Weeds, but to root them 
entirely up, leſt they ſhould prove of bad 
Conſequence to us in the End. They like- 
wiſe take upon them ſometimes to expo- 
ſtulate with us about the Neceſſity of be- 
ing Religious : But our pretty Fellows arc 
not to be gull'd in this Manner. They 


have 
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have too much Penetration not to per- 
ceive that Religion is nothing but a meer 
Piece ot Prieſt- craft, calculated only for 
the private Intereſt of a Set of Men, 
and good for nothing but to keep the 
Vulgar in Awe, and aimule the Weak and 
Superſtitious : For which Reaſons, J ſup» 
poſe, they leave the Practice of it to us 
poor filly Women, who, they know, take 
every Thing upon Truſt ; witneſs our ex- 
treme Fondneſs for Fools and Coxcombs, 
who, indeed, paſs with us for clever Fel- 
lows, tho' we have nothing but their own 
Words for it. — However, I can aſſure you 
that we in Carolina are not fo totally im- 0 
merſed in ſpiritual Affairs, as wholly to 
negle& our ſeveral Purſuits after Pleaſure, 
Your favourite Diverſion, Dancing, 1s, I 
think, ours too; for we dance Night and 
Day, in all Weathers and all Seaſons, young 
and old, married and unmarried. Nor are 
you to think we are deſtitute of publick 
Diverſions. Beſides Balls, which on publick . 
Occaſions, ſuch as Birth-Nights, Sc. are 2 
given by the Governor and others, we have 
Plays and Concerts, and well perform'd too, 
At theſe our Beaux and Belles make no 
mean Figure, eſpecially the laſt, many of 
whom are genteel and agreeable, ſome few 
indeed extremely ſo. At theſe allo I have 
| often 
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(15) 
often the Pleaſure of ſeeing, and ſometimes 
converſing with Mr. Anson, who I aſſure 
you, is far from being an Anchorite, tho 
not what we call a modern pretty Fellow, 
becauſe he is really ſo old-faſhion'd as to 
make ſome Profeſſion of Religion; More- 
over, he neither dances nor ſwears, nor 
talks Nonſenſe ; may does not even ſo much 
as endeavour to pals for one, by equipping. 
himſelf in the glaring fantaſtick Habit of a 
Beau : For which Reaſon, I fancy he is not. 
ſo univerſally admired by our Ladies, as; 
otherwiſe he might be. However, I know, 
fome of 'em that have Taſte enough to be 
of the Number of thoſe who allow him to 
have a large Share of Merit: Nay, I am, 
very certain that in general he 1s better 
liked, than any Gentleman that has been 
on this Station theſe many Years. He is a 
Man of Taſte, and ſeems extremely fond 
of thoſe Diverſions which yield a rational. 
Delight; ſuch as Plays, Concerts, &c. at 
which, as our handſomeſt Ladies are alſo 
generally aſſembled, he, or I am much 
miſtaken, drinks in large Draughts of De- 
light, if I may be allow'd the Expreſſion, 
both at his Eyes and Ears: For as he 
greatly admires a fine Woman, ſo he is 
paſſionately fond of Mulick, which is e- 
nough, you'll fay, to recommend him to 

my 
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my Eſteem ; for you know I never would 
per hm that a Character could be complete, 
without a Tafte for that SWEET SCIENCE. 
+ This brings to my Memory a Saying of 
6ur Governor's, upon my telling him one 
Day, that I knew a Gentleman who de- 
clared that he had ſuch an Averſion to 
Muſick, that it would be the greateſt Pu- 
niſhment that could be inflicted on him, 
to be obliged to liften but a ſingle Hour to 
the fineſt Performance. His Excellency re- 
| lied, Such a Man muſt be of a dia- 
Polical Diſpoſition,” And really if the Face | 
| is the Index of the Mind, as ſome Authors 
affirm, the Governor's Obſervation was 
very juft ; for in Truth, the ſullen Gloom 
that was' conſtantly ſpread over the above- 
ſaid Gentleman's Countenance, was a plain 
Indication of the Diſcord of his Mind. 
In ſhort, can't help ſaying with Shake- 
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fpeare, 
The Man that has no Muſick in himjelf,, © 
And is not mov'd with Concord of N 


{weet Sounds, 
Is fit for Treaſons, Stratagems, and 
Spots! 


I know another Gentleman with whom 
happening to talk on this favourite Sub- 
ject, 


— * 
- — ag nh — —ęV— — — — E 
, 
K — 


_ 
A 9 


„ 

ject, he humorouſly ſwore he would not 
venture to ſleep under the ſame Roof with 
a Man who did not love Mulick. — Muſick 
exalts the Soul, and, for a Moment, tran- 
ſports it to its native Seat! Awakens eyery 
tender Paſſion, and rouzes every latent 
Virtue in the Mind! -— With what Plea- 
ſure have I oft obſerved its various Effects 
in the Countenances of thoſe who are thus 
ſuſceptible of its enchanting Power ! 

You ſee, Dear S that I am deter- 
mined you ſhall never again reproach me 
for making my Epiſtles too ſhore: Though 
tis true, you have already been ſo inge- 
nuous as to own that my Letters (if they 
can properly come under that Denomina- 
tion) are of late grown longer than uſual, 
or indeed than you can reaſonably expect, 
conſidering the Averſion I ever had to Wri- 
ting. But if you'll farther conſider what a 
diſagreeable Employment it 1s 1n this hot 
Country, eſpecially in the Summer, in which 
tis hardly poſſible to ſit down for half an 
Hour to write or read, without falling a- 
{leep, that is, if our various Kinds of little 
flying Gentry will give us Leave; I fay if 
you conſider all theſe Things, you muft 
think it an extraordinary Favour that I 
D write 
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write to you at all. — But, now I recol- 
lect myſelf, I don't know but I may have 
obſerved thus much to you already : How- 
ever, you'll excuſe me, for you know that 
great Wits have ſhort Memories. 
But, tho? there's nothing in the World 
that I ſet about with ſo much Reluctance 
(which is the Reaſon that I generally put 
off the evil Day as long as I can) yet when 
I have made a Beginning, and am ſet in 
to writing in good earneſt, I ſometimes 
hardly know when to make an End. This, 
I ſuppoſe you'll ſay, ſeems to be the Caſe 
with me now. —— Indeed, ?tis certainly 
ſo, and you muſt have Patience with me a 
little longer, and keep yourſelf from nod- 


ding, if poſſible: Tho? as Horace ſome- 
where ſays, 


Opera in longa ſas eſt obrepere ſomnum. 


Nevertheleſs, as T am got upon a favou- 
rite Subject, I muſt have an extraordinary 
Indulgence ; beſides, I would convince you 
that all I have already faid, or ſhall here- 
after ſay of Mr. Anſon, is not meerly pane- 
gyrical. I will give you an Account of 
| his Faults too, as well as his Virtues; for 
I have no where ſaid that he is an Angel. 
In ſhort, 'tis averr'd that he loves his Bottle 


and 
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and his Friend fo well, that he will not be 
very ſoon tired of their Company, eſpeci- 
ally when they happen to be perfectly to 
his Taſte, which is pretty nice as to both: 
Moreover, if Fame ſays true, he is very 
far from being a Woman-hater, and rhat 
now and then his Miſtreſs may come 1n for 
a Share of him. While aſhore, one may 
not improperly apply to him what Mr, 


Pope ſays of M. Voiture, vi. 


His Heart, his Miſtreſs and bis Friend 
did ſhare, 5 
His Time, the Muſe, the Witty and the 


Fair. 


But methinks I now hear you ask if this 
be all that this Gentleman is accuſed of? 
Why really I think it is, at leaſt *tis all 
that I can muſter up againſt him at pre- 
ſent ; perhaps by the Time I write to you 
next, I ſhall have learat ſome more of his 
Failings. Had any more already come to my 
Knowledge, you would certainly have had 
the Particulars now; but it unluckily hap- 
pens that *tis not an eaſy Matter to come 
at Mr. Anſon's ſecret Hiſtory, for he is 
one of thoſe few of whom all Men ſpeak 
well: Though ſuch a Perſon I can tell 
YOu, is a greater Rarity here, perhaps than 

D 2 ; any 
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any where elſe: For there's nothing that 
the Carolinians cultivate with more Care 
and Induſtry than that moſt excellent of all 
ſocial Virtues branded in England (as Fir- 4 
tue is now-a-days almoſt every where diſ- 
countenanced and ilEtreated) with the o- 
probrious Names of Calumny, Cenſoriouſ- 
neſs, Scandal, Sc. But what you thus cal! 
ſcandalous, we look upon not only as a very 


innocent Amuſement, bat as of great Ema- 2 
lument to the Publick. For were it not 
fa this, every Stranger that comes to ſettle 5 

ere might probably remain unknown a- a 


T « 


mong us tor many Months, before the .ſe- 
cret Hiſtory of his Life could poſſibly be 
known, at leaſt in the more diſtant Parts 2 
of the Prœxwincg; whereas, by the Help of 
2 little of this ſame Scandal, a Week is ſuf, 
ficient to ſpread the Intelligence over both 
Town and Country, much more expedi- 
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rn chan ay Ff or Courier could per- 


An it 


Is it not ſtrange then that Mr. ANS ON 


* 


who hates Cenſoriouſneſs ſhould ſo clearly 

eſcape it? I believe this can only be 

accounted for by his own happy Conduct. 

For juſtly may we apply to him what Terence 

ſays of ng Bl in one of his Plays, viz, 

His Manner of Life was this: To bear 

7th every body's Humours, to comply with ñ 
a the 
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the Inclinations and Purſuits 4 thoſe be con- 
verſed with, to contradics nobody; never to 
aſſume a Superiority over others. This: is the 
ready Way to gain Applauſe, without ex- 
citing Envy. 1 F<; Ma | 
Mr. AnS0N's Modeſty, inoffenſive 
eaſy Temper, good Nature, Humanity, 
20 great Probity, doubtleſs are the Anti- 
dotes that preſerve him from the poiſanous 
Breath of Calumny : For, amidſt all the 
ſcandalous Warfare that is © perpetually 
nouriſhed here, he maintains a ſtrigt Neu- 
trality, and attacking no Party, is himſelf 
attack d by none. While others with. more 
than civil Rage are deſtroying one anothers 
Reputation, he is only employ'd in the 
Exereiſe of that malt Godlike Quality, Be- 
neficence! Men, ſays Tully, reſemble the 
Gods in nathing jo much, as in doing Gaod to 
their Fellow-Creatures, Antonin allo ſome- 
where ſays, that Man it naturally a bene. 


ficent Creature: I wiſh I had found all the 


Inhabitants of this Country ſo. However, 
what the laſt quoted Author ſays will in- 
deed. hold true, with Regard to Mr. A. 
And now I am in the Humour for. citing 
my Authors, I will conclude this long 
tireſome Letter (for I muſt own. that 
I am at length tired, whateyer you are) 
with a Quotation from the Spectator, 
has N. 230, 
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N. 230, which I geyer read without think - 
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ing of my favourite Captain, vis. 


Human Nature appears a very de- 
form'd, or a very beautiful Object, ac- 
cording to ne different Lights, in which 
it is view'd. When we ſee Men of in- 
flamed, or of wicked Deſigns, tearing 
one another to Pieces by open Violence, 
or undermining each other by Secret 
Treachery; when we obſerve baſe and 
narrow Ends * \ Foy by ignominious 
and diſhoneſt Means; when we behold 
Men mixed in Society, as if it were for 
the Deſtruction of it; we are even 
aſhamed of our Species, and out of Hu- 
mour with our own Being: But in ano- 
ther Light; when we behold them Mild, 
Good and Benevolent, full of a gene- 
rous Regard for t publick Proſperity, 
compaſhoneting each others Diſtreſſes, 
and relieving each others Wants, we can 
hardly behevethey are Creatures of the 
ſame Kind. In this View they appear 
Gods to each other, in the Exercife ot the 
nobleſt Power, that of doing Good; and 
the greateſt Compliment we have ever 
been able to make to our own Being, 
has been by calling this Diſpoſition of 
Mind HuMax1Ty.” Adieu, &c. 
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